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Invitation - Press release 

World Day to Overcome Extreme Poverty

17th October at 6pm: 'Poverty and Human Rights' demonstration beside the European Parliament 

'Poverty and Human Rights'. This is the subject of the event to be held on October 17 at the Commemorative stone for victims of poverty, near the European Parliament in Brussels.  Between 6pm and 7pm on this years World Day to Overcome Extreme Poverty, delegates from different European countries will speak out.  Amongst the speakers are people who have experience of living in poverty. Their testimonies are at the heart of this demonstration. 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights celebrates it's 60th anniversary this year. The International Movement ATD Fourth World in Belgium wants to take this occasion to reaffirm that extreme poverty is an issue of human rights.  Amnesty International and the League of Human Rights will both participate in this event. 

Dublin and Marseille

'Wherever men and woman are condemned to live in poverty, Human Rights are being violated. To come together to ensure that these rights be respected is our solemn duty.'  These are the first words of a text which can be read in four languages on the Commemorative stone for victims of poverty by the European Parliament. There are currently around 20 similar commemorative stones worldwide the first, of which, was inaugurated on October 17th 1987 in Paris by Joseph Wresinki, founder of the International Movement ATD Fourth World. 

This year on October 17th a new stone will be inaugurated in Dublin at which a Belgian delegation from Oostende will be present. With the aid of photos and an audio interview we shall be able to see and hear parts of the ceremony from Dublin.

A delegation from ATD Fourth World in Belgium will participate in a Peoples University during the European Round Table on Poverty on October 15 and 16 in Marseille. A testimony from this delegation will also be heard at the demonstration in Brussels.

Animations 

The speakers will be accompanied by choral singing and a short intervention from the 'Maison des Savoirs', the cultural project of ATD Fourth World in Brussels. Earlier on in the day, a team from the 'Maison des Savoirs' will visit different locations in Brussels to stimulate a dialogue with the public about the World Day to Overcome Extreme Poverty. They will take with them a set of sculptures created around the theme of poverty and human rights and will arrive at the Stone between 5-6pm. 

The Commemorative stone for victims of poverty is near Rue Belliard 77. As from 5pm there will be animations and information stands. 

For information in advance go to: www.atd-vierdewereld.be; www.atd-quartmonde.be; www.oct17.org  or by telephone: 02 6479900 (Internationale Mouvement ATD Fourth World in Belgium, Rue Victor Jacobs 12-14, 1040 Etterbeek).

Picture: 

The manifestation at the Commemorative stone for victims of poverty near the European Parliament on October 17 2007. 

(Picture: ATD Fourth World). 
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